Writing for Radio
Elements of story

· Characters

· Dialogue/Quotes/Actualities

· Conflict/Tension/Contrasts/Irony

· Setting

· Theme/Focus/Plot/Narrative:beginning/middle/end

Story ideas: Good stories are about someone doing something for a reason

a. Who are the characters? Who is affected by this story?

b. What is the tension/conflict? Why should the listener care? Why do you care? 
c. Remember that good radio is about story, not facts because radio is a fleeting medium the listener cannot go back if they miss something (not true for podcasts, etc).

d. Don’t overestimate the knowledge of your audience but NEVER underestimate how intelligent they are. 

e. What does it have to do with my health, family, safety, community or money?

f. 3 word focus: noun/verb/object – who did what?

Writing for Radio
· Radio is fleeting - there must be meaning at every point in story and you must get into it fast and get message across briefly.

· Radio is a medium of the heart and emotions- not a medium of facts. Facts can be used to illustrate a story but don’t make them the story. We are a story telling species – its what makes us human.  People talk about people.
· Human speech is for communicating ideas because the ear listens for ideas not individual words.
· Conversational – write how you talk in your best English and grammar
· Present tense and active voice
· Short sentences – only one thought per sentence
· Use contractions

· Avoid jargon and dialect

· Use easy to understand words (no words that someone might have to look up to understand) – use everyday words
· Eradicate newspaperese (according to, too many numbers, which) and academic style

· Round off numbers unless there’s a good reason not too. Think of numbers in concrete terms – turn them into a shape.

· Write into the bites – don’t narrate the audio – don’t mention it/explain it – say something the audience doesn’t know.
· Put the power at the end

· Use rule of three

· Be careful not to close with an editorial statement – especially if it’s an actuality – because it’s what the listener will be left with.
· Save second best sound bite and use it as the lead.

· Ethics of editing

· Do not add

· Do not alter in a way that changes the truth

· If you alter make it clear what has been changed

· ID important characters but don’t include too many names

· Write in scenes

· Voice Tracks = objective and Actualites =subjective

· Read silently to yourself and then tell the gist of what it says aloud without looking at the text

· READ IT ALOUD!!! Do ear edits: write it read aloud and rewrite based on reading. (Listen for accidental rhymes and alliteration, misplaced clauses, tongue twisters, awkward constructions also note the rhythm/meter of the words does it work?)

· Don’t write in all caps, reformat to shorter lines (3.5 inches), double space, hard return between paragraphs.  

Powerful Writing

· Concrete sensory detail (the five senses)

· Active verbs (avoid passive voice and adverbs)
· Choose point on the continuum from general to the specific in description

· Strong nouns (reduce adjectives)
· Opening hook/Leads

Weak Writing
· Passive Vs. Active Voice
Passive: The subject is acted upon. Active:  The subject acts.
Kill the verb “to be” in all its forms(is, are, was, were, be, being, been, have been, had been, has been, will be, will have been, would have been, could have been, etc)
Watch for “ing” words

· Lazy Verbs

Sat, moved, stood, walked, looked

· Vague Words
some, all, most, many, more, enough, several, fewest, fewer, few, very, really, good, a lot, still
· Remove Clutter and Unnecessary Words (Wordy Words)
Again, Also, Had, That, At, Just, As, While, Maybe, The, of the, of his, of her 
· Glitches In Action/Weak Words
Start, Began, Then, There,  Noticed, Learned, allowed, Could, Can , Felt, Try, Seems, Appeared, Got, Made, Have, Suddenly, Might, possibly
· Eliminate Redundancy of Ideas and Repetition of Words: Including unnecessary directions-Up, down, back, below
· First Word Of Sentences : Check for repetition and weak words – pronouns, articles, conjunctions etc

· Adverbs
· Exterminate Clichés
· Disembodied Eye Syndrome

· Overwritten dialogue tags- use the word said/says not explicated, ranted, snorted, laughed, etc.
· Purple Prose

· Watch out for unintentional alliteration and unintentional rhymes
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