PROJECT PROMPTS
Courtesy of Ken Cormier

Project 1

Vox Pop (1-2 minutes)
Come up with a topical question (e.g., "If you had to die by burning, freezing, or drowning, which one would you choose and why?"), an issues-based question (e.g., "How do you feel about same-sex marriage?"), or a philosophical question (e.g., "Do you think humans are higher beings than animals? Why?"), or basically any kind of question that will get people thinking and talking for a couple of minutes. Avoid questions that elicit a simple yes or no. You'll need to find a place and get a sampling of responses from at least ten people. You can ask people in a dorm, in the library cafe, or wherever. Your job will be to edit them down into a 1-2 minute piece that illustrates the variety of responses you collected. 
Project 2
Fiction/CNF/Poetry  (4-6 minutes)
Write a short story, personal narrative, or poem and record it. Incorporate some kind of ambient sound as well as some kind of musical sound into your production. Pay close attention to your reading/performance of the piece. Use sound to create atmosphere. The sounds you use can be illustrative of the content of the piece, or it can also be abstract, metaphorical, absurd, etc. 

Projects 3 & 4 
If you have an idea that doesn’t fit with any of these, just come to me with your proposal. You can collaborate with a partner if you’d like. Just talk to me first. 

(5-10 minutes)
Autobiographical Soundscape
Record a whole bunch of sounds that you associate with yourself, your life, your imagination, etc. Once you have a little library of sounds, edit them together in a way that represents something about who you are. This project will not contain actual narrative in words, though there might be people talking incidentally in the background.

Multiple Perspectives
Find three or four people (you can be one of them) who know the same story or who witnessed the same event. Interview all of the subjects. Then piece together the story using all of the voices. Try to avoid overlapping, but feel free to shine the light on contradictions. Use sound effects and/or music to enhance the piece. The story can be an old family legend, or it can be a situation that occurred to a group. Whatever it is, try to pick a compelling story, one that will hold a listener’s interest.
Archival Audio
Create an audio piece that utilizes recordings from the past. Maybe some old answering machine tapes are lying around in your attic. Maybe you have a recording of an old relative. This project will allow you to interpret something about the past (or present) while at the same time reflecting on how recording technology plays a role in our memories and our daily lives.
Audio Profile

Create an audio profile of someone you admire. This can be a family member, a friend, an artist, a musician. This should feature some kind of interview or archival recordings along with narration written and recited by you.  It can also feature sound of the person doing what he or she does (e.g., working in a lab, playing music, watching TV, etc.). 

Variations: Profile of someone over 70. Someone under 10. Profile of your mother or father (pieces like these often get licensed around Mother’s Day and Father’s Day).
Recording Re: Recording
I used to keep an audio dream journal. That is, I kept a tape recorder next to my bed and as soon as I woke up each morning, I would turn it on and record any dream memories that were still in my head. One time, I dreamed that I was recording a dream on my tape recorder, When I woke up, I immediately recorded this dream. For this assignment, create an audio piece that consciously deals with the process of recording and producing an audio piece. This will be a kind of self-referential take on the process of what you are doing AS YOU ARE DOING IT. You might want to consider some of the issues around the technology and philosophy of audio recording. Are you preserving memories? Are you capturing people as they really are? 

Radio Diary

Use the Radio Diaries model (radiodiaries.org) to make a profile of yourself. Record yourself over the course of a few days. Interact with people, reflect on your day-to-day existence. Be sure to find something about your own life that makes a compelling narrative. For example, are you about to have a confrontation with your boss at work? Are you falling in or out of love? Are you struggling to find yourself at UConn? Discover your story and tell it so that your listeners can’t turn away.
Self Reflection
Ever wonder what your friends and family really think of you? See who you can get to talk to you about YOU. Ask them how they would describe your personality. Find out their favorite memories of you. What do they imagine you’ll be like in the future? What criticisms do they have of you? Once you have some interviews recorded, create a piece that includes some of your own reflections. Did these interviews help you learn something about yourself? Did it help you see yourself in a way that was unexpected?
Radio Drama

Create a radio drama or comedy that features at least two characters, sound effects and music. 

Audio Background

Make a recording that will accompany you during a live reading of a story or poem. For example, you could write a dialogue between two characters and record one side of the dialogue. Then go back and practice the timing so that you can perform the other side of the dialogue live along with your recording. This should also make use of sound effects, music, etc. Alternatively, you could create a musical or rhythmic backdrop that you can recite, sing, or grunt along with.

Sound Installation

Create an audio piece that is meant to be heard in a public space. Perhaps it is a series or loop of sounds or conversations that can be left in the corner of a room so that it becomes part of the general ambience. Perhaps it is accompanied by a simple sculpture or drawing. You can conceive of this piece as an installation at a gallery, as a radio broadcast, or as a sound source emanating from a vent in the hallway of a corporate building. 
